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EDMONTON'SURESTART'PROJECT
mllngualParentalOutreachPro~

Project Manager: Aysen Sedat
" Parental Outreach Officer:Hatice Davies

ETCA'Sure Start' Projectstarted in August 2000and is part of a new central governmentfun
project.Thisprojectis helpingtheTurkishSpeakingCommunityin Edmonton.Theaimof theprojec
to help parentswith children betweenthe ages of 0 - 4 to cope with physical,mentaland so
problemsandto helpthechildrento geta goodstart in life.

To dateseventeenfamilieshavejoined the project.Twoexpectantmothersand nineteenchildren
alreadybenefitingfrom the scheme.All familieshavebeenindividuallyvisited andgiventhe requi
information~At presentafurthertenfamiliesarewaitingto beseen.

Studieshavebeenmaderegardingchildren'splaygroupsandmeetingsorganizedwith 'GreenTow,
playgroupat GreenTowersCommunityCenter.Arrangementshavebeenmadefor childrenof Turk
familiesto join theschemethreedaysaweek.

In regardsto dealingwith othergroups,arrangementshavebeenmadeat EdmontonLibraryforTurk
parentsand children to join the 'under 5s' groups on Mondaysand Thursdays.The 'borrowa t
schemeis progressingsatisfactorilyand helpingall the family to join the library. Parentshavea
beeninformedabout'ParentandToddler'dance,musicandsportactivitiesandencouragedto jl
thesesessions.

At meetingsorganizedby 'SureStart' new ideas havebeencollectedand meetingsheld with oU
'SureStart' partner's.With the help of YvonneAyo, a mediatorworker from EnfieldParentsCent
arrangements

havebeenmadefor the parentsandchildrenof BrettenhamPrimarySchoolto learnabout'SureStal
At thefirst meetinginterestedTurkishparentswereregisteredby ETCA'sparentaloutreachofficer.

Arrangementshavealsobeenmadefor eight individualsto meetanddiscuss personalproblemswi
Mr.TahsinIbrahim,ETCA'sInformationandAdviceOfficer.

An expectantmother,and a child with healthproblems,haveseen ETCA'sHealthCo-ordinator[
MehmetAbawith theaidof 'SureStart'.

Sometimesthe project is askedto help Turkish familiesoutsidethe Edmonton'SureStart' area.
thesecasesweusuallyreferthemto ETCA'sgeneralservices.

'SureStart' also helps its 0-4agegroup purchasinganddistributingbooks,pens,pencilsandothc
items.This helps the childrenwith th"eirgeneraleducation,exercisesphysicalhandmovementsan
helpsthemdevelopotherday~odayactivities.

Plansarebeingmadeto helpparentswith regardto TurkishandEnglishreadingandwritingcourses.

Withina periodof four monthsTurkishparentshaveshowna strong demandfor and interestin th
'Sure Start' project. EdmontonETCAbased 'Sure Start' now aims to form more links with othe
'partner' agenciesinvolved in the project in order to help expectantmothers,parentsand childre.
betweentheagesof 0- 4.
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