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Report on ETCA Sure Start visit to Legoland on 22nd October 2001





The whole day from assembly to return on the coach enabled a large number of parents to meet and exchange parenting experiences within the Sure Start framework. In addition all adults agreed that such a trip had widened their horizons because the place they had travelled to was totally given over to the child, where the child was the focus and centre of attention.





One of the first activities families enjoyed was a theatre play of  ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ packed with colourful scenery, music and narrated with a pace just right for small children. This proved to be a close shared experience for adults and children, and after the performance the children exercised in a ‘soft’ playground while parents decided which activities to go for next.





Many of the activities involved a variety of skills. For instance ‘L-Drivers’ had staff helping children into battery driven cars, giving simple driving instructions and then helping the children to travel a very short circuit. All the while adults watched on and at the end the children were given a licence certificate. This was ideal for those children four and under. Also popular was ‘the Building Site’ given over to giant Leggo bricks; here the children built walls and towers within a soft play area. A different sort of activity enjoyed just involved families walking on the lawns among the scale models of famous buildings; leisurely walks with lots of models to prompt discussion and conversation. Other activities our families participated in were the mazes and waterworks.





Also enjoyed were the more obviously entertainment features such as carousels and boating.





On the coach back the verdict was that this had been a day to remember. Firstly it had enabled families to relax together in a safe, closed area. Secondly it had put the child in the centre of the picture where the relationship between play and learning had been made very evident to all. 





Many thanks to Sure Start for making this possible.








Hatice Davies. 


Sure Start Parental Support Outreach Officer.
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